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Table 1. Types and Origins of National Elites in Selected Western Nation-States: A Schematic View

Nation-State Formation Elite Type(s) Origin of CU Elite
England (late medieval) DU to 1689 Elite settlement
CU 1689-1988 1688-1689
Denmark (late medieval) DU to 1901 2-step transformation
CU 1935-88 1901-35
Scotland (late medieval) DU to 1707 None:; merged w/England 1707
Portugal (late medieval) DU to 1980s None clearly indicated
Spain (from 16th cent.) DU to 1977 Elite settlement
CU 1979-88 1977-79
Sweden (from 16th cent.) DU to 1809 Elite settlement
CU 1809-1988 1808-9
Russia (from 17th cent.) DU to 1917 None; revolutionary transformation,
1U 1921-88 1917-21
France (late 17th cent.) DU to 1960 2-step transformation
CU 1981-88 1960-81
U.S.A. (from 1789) CU 1789-1988 Colonial “home rule* and
independence struggle
Netherlands (from 1813) CU 1813-1988 Fusion of provincial elites
Prussia (from 1815 or earlier) DU to 1871 None: merged w/Germany 1871
Belgium (from 1830) DU to 1890s 2-step transformation
CU 1961-1988 1900-61
Switzerland (from 1848) CU 1848-1988 Fusion of cantonal elites
Italy (from 1870) DU to 1948 2-step transformation 1948-80
CU 1980-88
Germany (from 1871) DU to 1933 Revolutionary transformation 1933
IU 1933-45 2-step transformation 1948-66
CU 1966-88
Norway (from 1884) CU 1935-88 2-step transformation 1884-1935
Austria (from 1919 or earlier) DU to 1938 Elite settlement 1945-48
CU 1948-88

Abbreviations: CU = Consensually Unified; DU = Disunified; [U = Ideologically Unified.
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